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A voice has risen in India and that of Mahatma
Gandhi, to go to the masses, to renounce the fruits of
modern education, to take the old traditional work
of simple labour and love. But the metaphysical
temperament of the country has cast this message
also into political terms, instead of social, and there
it is already broken into pieces like fragile glass,
for it is not given to the masses, it is taken up by a
portion of the lifeless " educated" people of India
and they shall fight over it, till all the milk of truth
is spilt \ As I have said, nothing can now germinate
here in weeds, only weeds shall grow ! It is refresh-
ing to find at least about this one mate no humbug,
but a potent candour of truth in its perfect simpli-
city. His message of Non-co-operation is the
ancient Bikhshuism applied to political problems.
It was, is and shall be the religion of only the few
saintly and noble characters like himself. It is
war reduced to self-sacrifice on an unlimited scale.
His infinite impatience for the freedom of the down-
trodden slaves of the whole world wishes to com-
press the evolution of a whole race in a single day.
But his vision is fixed on the final simplicity of a
perfectly freed home-life of man, with equal rights
of peace and princeship! All differences of black
and white dissolved for ever in the inner freedom of
the whole human race.
Weave one yard of cloth a day, beat a sword,
paint a picture, make an earthen pot, or tan a piece
of raw hide into leather, plough and sow and tend
your fields, rear a sheep, do any of these things